The little pearl pushes its way up till it pricks the gum, and stands there so pure and white that we wonder how a fond mother can ever allow it to be neglected.
The first imperative rule for the preservation of the teeth is absolute cleanliness. This rule cannot be put into force too soon.
We have only to glance at the " children of nature" who inhabit our Western prairies, to see that man is not by nature neat.
Slovenliness, like sin, is a part of man's birthright; but by proper education he may be taught to abhor both. The child who cries at the use of the hair-brush will, probably, also object to the use of the tooth-brush, but, with proper training, he will soon learn that they are both not only endurable, but actually necessary to his comfort.
Long before the teeth make their appearance, the nurse should daily wash the mouth of her charge?taking a soft linen napkin, wrapping it around her finger, and after wetting it in lukewarm water, thoroughly rub the mouth, and especially the gums. Great care must be taken not to lacerate or chafe the delicate mucous membrane. If the mouth is carefully watched, the nurse will have timely warning of the coming tooth. Generally this is of small moment.
The little pearl pushes its way up till it pricks the gum, and stands there so pure and white that we wonder how a fond mother can ever allow it to be neglected.
Few people realize what a child may suffer while teething. At That which has been said in regard to absorption into the system of materials used in filling, applies with still more force in regard to materials used in treating temporary teeth. As an example, arsenious acid should never be used in the deciduous teeth. If the pulp is exposed to such an extent that it is necessary to destroy its vitality (the importance of avoiding such a condition we have already seen,) the devitalization may be accomplished without danger either to the system or surrounding parts, by the use of a crystal of carbolic acid.
As a rule, mouth-washes and dentifrices should be avoided. In the mouths of some children, however, in spite of a thorough use of the tooth-brush, there is deposited upon the labial surface of the oral teeth a dark brown or green stain, which is supposed to be a deposit from the mucous.
When this secretion is in a more acid condition than is normal, here a dentifrice of finely levigated chalk, together with a mouth-wash of lime water, will be found advantageous, both in removing the stain by friction and in restoring the fluids of the mouth to a normal condition by their alkaline properties.
Chalk and lime-water are also recommended where there is a surplus of organic matter in <"he teeth. The chalk is placed in contact with the teeth, upon retiring, and allowed to remain through the night. Lime-water is used as a mouth-wash. The theory is, that a part of the lime and chalk is absorbed directly into the teeth. It seems more probable, that the substances being placed in the month, pass along the alimentary canal, are taken up by the absorbents, and eventually reach the teeth by means of the general circulation.
The result would be the same in either action, namely, to harden these teeth so that they may perform perfectly their work, which, although short, is of the greatest importance.?Dental Advertiser.
